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2017 – 2018 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 
 
 

Airport Control Tower 

 Continue working with the Congress and the Administration to 
commission the new Airport Control Tower 

 
 
2030 Transit System Plan  

 Continue working with the Congress and the Administration to 
secure federal resources for the build-out of the 2030 Transit 
Corridor System Plan 

 
 
North End Smart District 

 Explore partnerships with the private and not-for-profit sectors 
and colleges and universities in identifying and securing federal 
resources for the development of the North End Smart District 

 
 
Doppler Weather Radar 

 Support the efforts of our Congressional Delegation to secure a 
federal Doppler Weather Radar facility that meets the public 
safety needs of our region 

 
 
Municipal Bonds 

 Work with the Congress and the Administration in support of the 
municipal bond tax exemption 



 
 

 

2017-2018 Federal Legislative Agenda 
 

Issue:   Airport Control Tower 
 
Position: Continue working with the Congress and the Administration to 

commission the new Airport Control Tower  
 
Staff Resource:  Brent Cagle, Aviation, 704.359.4035 
  
 
Background and History: The existing airport control tower at Charlotte Douglas International 
Airport was constructed in 1979 and stands 155 feet above ground level.  The tower has a 525 
square foot controller cab, which accommodates a maximum seven controllers at a time.  From 
this tower, the Federal Aviation Administration controlled 224,324 aircraft operations in 1979.  
Entering 2016, the airport has grown into the fifth busiest airport in the nation, controlling 
approximately 543,944 aircraft operations in 2015.  That number is forecasted to grow to 
approximately 748,000 by 2040.  The existing volume of activity alone renders the tower 
inadequate and unable to handle the level of operations projected for the future.  Moreover, the 
existing tower is too low and in the wrong position to permit adequate visual contact between 
the controllers and the aircraft operating from the existing and planned runways.   
 
Based upon this information, the Federal Aviation Administration programmed the replacement 
of the tower and commenced design of a replacement tower to be located on a site south of the 
American Airlines maintenance hangar.  The site was chosen as it permits controllers to have 
adequate visual contact with aircraft operating from the existing and planned runways.  The cost 
of the new tower is approximately $60 million.  The tower will stand 370 feet above ground level 
and will have an 850 square foot controller cab.  The 42,000 square-foot base building will 
house an expanded terminal radar approach control (TRACON), with space for future growth.  
Training rooms, administrative offices, and a power distribution supply system will also be in the 
base building, along with the latest aviation security and air traffic simulation capabilities. 
 
Current Need/Problem (including potential allies or detractors): The Federal Aviation 
Administration allocated funding for construction of the tower and commenced construction in 
early 2016.  Construction of the new tower and base building is scheduled for completion in 
2018, upon which outfitting of the new tower with the necessary equipment will commence.  The 
new tower is scheduled to be commissioned in 2020.  However, funding for outfitting the new 
tower has not been appropriated. The cost of outfitting is estimated at $52 million.  
 
The local business community, including the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce and the major 
airlines serving the Airport, strongly supports commissioning of a new airport control tower. 
 
Impact if Adopted: If funding for outfitting the new airport control tower is appropriated on a 
timely basis, then the new tower can be commissioned by 2020 and the airfield will be used to 
its fullest extent thereby improving the provision of air service to and from the Charlotte region.  
 





EXHIBIT – CLT AIRFIELD LAYOUT 
 

 

 

 

 

Existing Tower Location 

New Tower Location 
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Issue:   2030 Transit System Plan 
 
Position: Continue working with Congress and the Administration to secure 

federal resources for the build-out of the 2030 Transit System Plan 
 
Staff Resource:  John Lewis, Transit, 704.336.3855 
  
 
Background and History: The Charlotte Area Transit System continues to implement the 
regional 2030 Transit Corridor System Plan to develop primary transportation corridors, linking 
our area’s key centers of economic activity.  The Plan supports development of pedestrian-
friendly urban neighborhoods with a mixture of land uses, offers people a choice in meeting their 
mobility needs, increases transit’s share of the local travel market, reduces the region’s 
dependence on overloaded and gridlocked roads, eases air and noise pollution and enhances 
the overall quality of life in the region.  
 
The successful LYNX Blue Line - South Corridor project has generated approximately $1.45 
billion of new or announced investment along the 9.6 mile alignment and continues an average 
daily ridership of 15,000.  The LYNX Blue Line Extension, which is under construction and will 
open for revenue service in summer 2017, has already generated $400 million of investment 
that is either under construction or has been announced.  The CityLYNX Gold Line Phase 2 
project will enter construction in early 2017 and is scheduled to open for revenue service in 
2020.  The Charlotte Gateway Station rights-of-way have been secured by the City and Phase 1 
tracks, structures and signals work will begin in 2017. 
   
Current Need/Problem (including potential allies or detractors): The Charlotte Area Transit 
System is developing or constructing the LYNX Blue Line Extension, CityLYNX Gold Line – 
Phase 2, and Charlotte Gateway Station.  A corridor has been defined and the preferred local 
rail alternative adopted for the LYNX Silver Line.  All of the projects are part of the 2030 Transit 
System Plan.  The projects either utilize or propose to partially utilize federal resources for their 
deployment.   
 
For the FY 2018 federal budget, the City is seeking the final federal appropriation for the LYNX 
Blue Line Extension project of approximately $74.25 million.  The federal government signed a 
Full Funding Grant Agreement for the project in 2012, which is funded from the Capital 
Investment Grants New Starts program. 
 
The local business community, including the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce supports the 
build-out of the Metropolitan Transit Commission’s 2030 Transit Corridor System Plan. 
 
Impact if Adopted: The provision of federal resources for the build-out and operation of the 
Metropolitan Transit Commission’s 2030 Transit Corridor System Plan will enable the region to 
implement its public transportation vision as well as implement a balanced regional highway and 
transit network supported by the Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization and 
the State of North Carolina. 
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Issue:   North End Smart District   
 
Position: Explore partnerships with the private and not-for-profit sectors and 

colleges and universities in identifying and securing federal resources 
for the development of the North End Smart District   

 
Staff Resource:  Rob Phocas, City Managers Office, 704.336.7558 
 
 
Background and History: The City of Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, and Charlotte Center 
City Partners worked together to create the Charlotte Center City 2020 Vision Plan (Plan), a 
comprehensive plan that provides “a big picture framework and unifying vision for Uptown 
growth and development.” The Plan endorses targeted economic growth and industry 
recruitment in an Applied Innovation Corridor (AIC), which extends from Center City to the 
University of North Carolina Charlotte.  The Plan’s strategy draws on the development 
momentum that exists in Uptown and the South End and is modeled after the emerging practice 
of urban “innovation districts” being applied in cities across the world.  Future investment and 
redevelopment are envisioned to link and leverage Charlotte’s academic and research capital 
with its business assets, emerging industries, and governmental support.  The primary goal is to 
foster job growth in future “21st-century” industries and clusters, including energy production 
and infrastructure, biosciences, information technology, smart city programs and healthcare. 
The AIC strategy is also intended to attract entrepreneurial startups and business expansion in 
innovative industries to catalyze further investment in mixed-use and mixed-income housing and 
commercial development.  

Current Need/Problem (including potential allies or detractors): A significant opportunity 
exists in the AIC, in an area known as the North End Smart District (NESD).  Located in an area 
bordered by Interstate 77, Atando Avenue, and North Davidson Street, the NESD is in close 
proximity to Uptown, easy freight movement, future light-rail access (August 2017), quick 
connections to Uptown’s major transportation centers, new pedestrian and bicycle connections, 
and existing affordable and workforce housing.  This area is the site of several “smart city” 
projects the City is developing through public-private and academic partnerships.  The City and 
its partners intend to use big data and smart technologies/innovations in the residential, 
commercial and light industrial sectors to create a platform on which redevelopment and 
economic growth can occur.  In addition to economic growth, the City and its partners intend to 
minimize the environmental impact to the community and build human capital.  The deployment 
of microgrids, gigabit broadband service, smart energy efficiency tools and the creation of a 
living laboratory where companies can co-locate and co-create will help to spawn an urban 
innovation district.  Federal level financial support, in the form of grant funds and technical 
assistance, is needed to facilitate the development and creation of the NESD. 
 
Impact if Adopted: If Federal agencies provided funds and extended their technical expertise 
to develop and implement the North End Smart District, Charlotte will be able to revitalize this 
area using 21st century smart city programs and projects. 



North End Smart District 
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Issue:   Doppler Weather Radar   
 
Position: Support the efforts of our Congressional Delegation to secure a 

federal Doppler Weather Radar facility that meets the public safety 
needs of our region 

 
Staff Resource:  Rich Granger, Fire, 704.336.8802 
 
 
Background and History: In 2012, the Charlotte area experienced a tornado that damaged 
192 homes.  The National Weather Service was unable to provide advance warning as the 
nearest Doppler Weather Radar it operates did not detect the rotation in the thunderstorms.  A 
contributing factor to the inability to detect the rotation is that the radar is located 94 miles from 
Charlotte in Greer, South Carolina.  The location results in a majority of the Charlotte 
metropolitan area being without radar beam coverage below 10,000 feet.  Due to the 
circumference of the earth the further a radar is away from a given point, the higher the radar 
beam scans the atmosphere leading to lower resolutions and an inability to detect the low-level 
dynamics of severe weather.  The neighboring counties of Cabarrus, Rowan and Davidson have 
an even more pronounced problem with limited radar coverage as the Greer radar is even 
further away.     

Current Need/Problem (including potential allies or detractors): Several local 
meteorologists agree that the current Doppler location is insufficient and do not give 
meteorologists the tools they need to detect severe weather and warn citizens accordingly.  
These meteorologists believe that the lack of a Doppler radar in our region contributed to the 
lack of advance warning for the tornado that effected Mecklenburg, Rowan and Cabarrus 
counties in 2012 that damaged the 192 homes.  The City of Charlotte is one of two cities in the 
United States of over 700,000 population without a Doppler radar within 55 miles of the City, the 
other being Columbus, Ohio.  Due to the increasing population of the region, the absence of 
Doppler radar will place even more people and structures in a perilous position during periods of 
severe weather. 

Impact if Adopted: If a Doppler Weather Radar is located with sufficient coverage of the 
Charlotte metropolitan area, then the National Weather Service will be in a better position to 
forecast severe weather in the region. 
 



 

Gap in Quality Radar Coverage over Charlotte 
Courtesy of Brad Panovich, Chief Meteorologist WCNC-TV 

 

 
 

Green areas have adequate radar coverage 
Blue areas illustrate gaps in radar coverage 
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Issue:   Municipal Bonds 
 
Position: Work with the Congress and the Administration in support of the 

municipal bond tax exemption 
 
Staff Resource(s):  Randy Harrington, Management & Financial Services, 704.336.5013 
 
 
Background and History: Municipal bonds are the primary way States and local governments 
finance the public infrastructure that supports everyday life.  In the case of the City of Charlotte, 
bonds finance construction of roads, sidewalks, airports, transit systems, water treatment 
facilities, stormwater facilities, housing, and many other public projects.  Voters and 
governmental bodies approve issuance of these bonds, which are then purchased by private 
investors such as individuals, mutual funds and financial institutions.  The interest earned by 
these investors is exempt from the federal income tax, and has been since the federal income 
tax was instituted in 1913.  Since the interest earned is not taxable, investors are willing to 
accept a lower interest rate on tax-exempt bonds that results in lower costs to States and local 
governments.  As the Administration and Congress look for ways to reduce the federal deficit 
and continue to fund programs, the federal income tax exemption for municipal bond interest is 
under consideration for repeal.  If the federal income tax exemption is eliminated or limited, then 
States and local governments will provide less infrastructure investment, create fewer jobs, and 
place a greater burden on citizens forced to pay higher fees and taxes. 
 
Current Need/Problem (including potential allies or detractors): Legislative proposals are 
circulating to repeal the federal tax exemption for municipal bond interest.  The effect of 
repealing this exemption is that States and local governments would have to pay higher rates of 
interest on their borrowing to remain attractive to investors.  If all of the City’s tax exempt debt 
had been taxable in FY 2015 the annual fiscal impact upon the City of Charlotte would have 
been approximately $38 million.  The additional cost will require the City to reevaluate its capital 
investment spending and consider the possibility of enacting higher property taxes or higher 
user fees to make up the difference or curtailing spending on such projects. 
 
The “Big 7” non-partisan, non-profit organizations supporting States and local governments 
(National League of Cities, National Association of Counties, International City/County 
Management Association, U.S. Conference of Mayors, Council of State Governments, National 
Governor’s Association, and National Conference of State Legislatures) support the retention of 
the municipal bond tax exemption. 
 
Impact if Adopted: If municipal bonds were taxable, the higher interest amounts paid by the 
City in FY2015 would have totaled approximately $38 million.  Since two-thirds of all public 
infrastructure projects in the United States are financed by municipal bonds, enacting policies 
that negatively impact the construction of infrastructure would be counterproductive to our 
residents and visitors to the City.   
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US Senate 

Richard M. Burr (R-Sr.) 
217 Senate Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Tel (202) 224-3154 
Fax (202) 228-2981 
www.burr.senate.gov  
@SenatorBurr  
 

Local Address: 
City Hall 
181 South Street 
Room 222 
Gastonia, NC 28052 
Tel (704) 833-0854 
Fax (704) 833-1467  
Local Contact: Josh Ward 

 
Thom R. Tillis (R-Jr.) 
185 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Tel (202) 224-6342 
Fax (202) 228-2563 
www.tillis.senate.gov  
@ThomTillis   
 

Local Address: 
9300 Harris Corners Parkway 
Suite 170 
Charlotte, NC 28269 
Tel (704) 509-9087 
Fax (704) 509-9162  
Local Contact: Jordan Shaw 

 
US House of Representatives 

Robert M. Pittenger (R-9) 
224 Cannon  House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Tel (202) 225-1976 
Fax (202) 225-3389 
www.pittenger.house.gov  
@reppittenger  
Map NC 9th US House District 

Local Address: 
2701 Coltsgate Road 
Suite 105 
Charlotte, NC 28211 
Tel (704) 362-1060 
Fax (704) 365-6384  
Local Contact: Robert Becker 

 
Dr. Alma S. Adams (D-12) 
222 Cannon  House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Tel (202) 225-1510 
Fax (202) 225-1512 
www.adams.house.gov  
@RepAdams  
Map NC 12th US House District 

Local Address: 
801 East Morehead Street 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
Tel (704) 344-9950 
Fax (704) 344-9971  
Local Contact: Keith Kelly 
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